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The advancement of
Spring is, as always,
fast moving-so nmuch
has changed sinde
publishedhe last
Bulb Log.

Where | walk n the
local woodghe snow
drops havdlowered
thengone over. This
Is the same area that |
have shown before,
and almost certainly
will again, where
there is a glorious
mass flowering of
bluebells and wild
garlicwhich seed
aboutso freely
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| see no evidence that ttﬁnowdrops are seedinghey Iook to be spread by divisiomdertakerby the gardeners
that maintain this part of the estafecompared to seedinglumping is a poor strategy for bulbs as without the
intervention ofgardenersthey would weake as they gemorecongesteevery yeawhereas seedlingsan and will
move aroundinding new territory.




In the wild fields it is daffodil time, there are a few clumps of Snowdrops around the fields and woods most lik
dumped out as garden wagig irresponsible people, The Daffodils are leftovers from when they were grown as

commercial crop in these fields over sixty years ago. They would have been selected tavivaesl for the cut
flower marketwhich tend not to form seed and indeed despite extensive searching | have never seen any see

forming.
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sins that occasinal seeding possisl
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cumps with only a few




Back home on the front driyé is a different -toryas regular readers will knovseek and encourég bulbs that
will selfseedand everything growing in the drives has grown from s@eigjinally, | scattered some seeds and

since then | have left the plants to seed themselves with only some help spreading it out along the gravel are

drive.

Narcissus bulbocodium seeding around the drive.
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It is the same in the back garden where seeding is encouraged but that does not stop some bulbs clumping.

problem with clumps is to keep tidlowering and healthy they need to be lifted and divided every so often or
flowering will diminish and eventually they will compete themselves into oblivitvat is not an easy task to carry

out without damaging other plants in our densely planted garden.

Primula veris andPrimula vulgaris that | grew from seed collected locally. Now they are planted out | hope the
will seed aroundBecause of the intense competition in our very full garden kcolikkct thensow a few seeds in

pots to give them a head start. | will then prick the seedlings out directly into the garden.




Primula vulgaris
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As | write the Eranthis flowers have also go'ne
others we grow seed around readily.

Nonseedingcr ant hi s he foregrourtd avithgdlific seed@orydalis malkensisin the blue
with a tree behind.
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Eranthi s dt the subtle difference betwe
shown below.




This is the onlyNarcissus cyclamineushat we have that forms a clurap be it slowly It was a random seedling
and has never offered up any seeds so | wonder if it is a polyploid. Most of this species that is scattered acros
garden seed around nicely.

os of our garden and seeding aroufnytisronium caucasicum.
some of the leaves in the foreground which are seedlings of Erythronium revolutum.




Larely due to the weather | have nIy just gt round to din the final clear of leaves from this part of the sla
and as | lifted thetill damp leaves$ found masses of Erythronium seedlings germinating oritosey ground
Of course, they will not be able to grow there but these are only a small number of seeds shed the niiagonity o

fell on fertile ground. | scooped them gerofy the slabswith the leaves and scattered them on the adjacent bed
where perhaps a few will take hold.

Those that fall on the gravel surrounding the slabs grow away in great numbers to the extent this has become
Erythronium path as you will see in forthcoming Bulb Logs where we literally have to step from slab to slab o
hundredsif not thousandsf Erythroniums.




Even nearer the house where we try and keep the paths more open the gravel sections of the paths are bein
over by Corydalis, Crocus, Anemone and all sorts of othetntivous plants. | love the way the plants use the
gravel strips to move from one bed to another. Seedlings are constantly seeking out new opportunities as the
spread around randomly alwageekingfresh ground rather than clumpirand exhausting thgroundimmediatdy
around themmuchto their owndetriment




Corydalis malkensis and solideseeding around in the Erythronium plunge are among the plants that bring inte
to this area before the Erythronium get going.

Corydalis malkensis and Corydalis solida



