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image gives one view of our garden landséape the ground upwvhere a range of plants from the tiny
all the way up to trees can share a relatively small space delivering a long seasertloéngingnterest. Regular
readers will know that | take my inspiration from nature and the wild areas | have seen including those | see c
local daily walks such as thégea of Bluebells and Wild Garliccean-minutewalk away.

It is fair to say that
these plants are
generous in their rate
of increasebput they
can be controlled in
the gardenypdead
heading Removing
the flowersas they
fadeprevens
excessive seeding.

| am happy with this
small pastiche of the
bigger wood planting
that | can enjoy in the
garden.

These plantdorm just
one of the many
sequences of plants
that occupy this bed
bridging the period
between the earliest
plants springand the
summer growers.
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r thanustfocusing in on the detail of a single
plant. It is the same when | see images of plants people have taken in themilthuch more interested in and
get more information from the wider shots showing the plants in haBitabursethe detailed images are also
important but from a gardening point of view the wider images deliver more information and inspiration.

-

throug nter sequence of flowering and
growth with evidence of the next phaBsaturing Arisaema, starting to appear.
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Uvuaria grandiflora also gows at the edge of this same bed and this alumgh is the stroget ith best
growthhas seededutinto the gravel part of the path
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There are a few lessons to learn here incl my previous comments about the Bluebells and Wild
it is good to let your plants sedked. The resulting seedlings will choose their own space dnglewerallygrow

better than andave more vigour than those continualysedfrom division.
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You may notice from the pictures that flowers are importanwilunly last a short time while the foliage stays

around providing decoration and interest for many months. Ferns are a great addition to any garden.
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The last hurrah of the season in the bulb house sand beds comes fromithisgalum sp. The beds will now be
left to dry out for the summer then in September they will be soaked to dtatiale again. | have tried to
extend the season with various summer flowesiogciesbut they tend to require summer wet which was not
compatible with the majority of bulbs we grdkat are winter wet and summer dry
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f the plants that is thriving in our warmin
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The wee white Daphne is well flowered again and seems to be one o
weather while many others struggle.
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Rhododendron‘ '‘Albert Schweltzer

The plants of the moment must be the medium to largeddrtendrons that are in full floweFhere follows a

selectionof pictures of the best

Rhododendron
yakushimanum
'Koichiro Wada'

is probably the best
selection from this
lovely speciesand
well worthy of the
First Class
Certificate it
received

It has outstanding
flowers and foliage
providing year
round decoration
peaking in May
when it flowers.
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This is aforty-yearold single plant oRhododendron yakushimanum 'Koichiro Wada'. It might only grow a
mete or so tall but it capas you seabove andelow,reach out for several nres.
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Comapre thiRhododendron yakushimanumto the previous selecticand you will se why it received an FCC.

Not doing so well ilRhododendron pingianumwhich is not us
monthswhich are theesults ofthe climate emergency.




Rhododendron rex ssp. fictolacteuno the left andRhododendron bureaviion the right are surviving and
growing remarkably well considering the changing climate.

Rhododendron orbiculareis one of the many that flower well every second year with a lesser number of flowe
in betweenThis is a good flowering year.



