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Bulb house flowers
The bulb house continues to look like an gwvewn meadow with the flower stems growing ever longer to reach
above the leaves. While this does not make for good show bench plants | like the effect that | am seeing with
jumble of flowers of all different forms and colours creatirtigudy internationameadow.The dominant Narcissus
on the left is my own cross matb imitate the wild hybrid between Niandrus and cantabriciisN. x susannae
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Narcissus bulbcodium

In arother section Narcissus boltbdium plays the lead role with N watierii peeking out from the leaves behind
and Tecophilaea to the left. To help ensure a good flowering for next year it is now time to think about giving |
bulbs a feed of potassium (kah).



Potassium Oxide (Kz0)
Soluble in water

46.0% (38.2%K)

Potassium feed

Potassium or kalm as many of you will know jis the K in the NPK formulavhich appears on every fertiliser
container and it is the most essential nutriertiuild upbulbsto help them produce flowering buds for next year.
As soon as bulb has finished flowering it will start to store nutrients in the bulb, form next years flower as a
perfect miniature as well as producing seiédshas been successfully fertilised. This is a lot to ask a bulb
especially when it is growing with maghers in a relatively small pot so | like to give them as much help as | c:

by providing them with potassium.

Water in feed

After sprinkling a small amount of
the white powdered forraf

potassium whicls available in the
UK, onto each potl immediatdy
water it in. Most of the powder is
taken down into the compost while a
few of the larger particles stay on the
gravel these will gradually
disappear with each subsequent
watering. | have to be much more
aware of when | apply the potassium
feed now that am growing in

plastic pots because they dry out
much more slowly than the clay pots
did and so require far less frequent
watering. | would probably have to
water clay pots three times more



often than plastic ones and especially at this stage when fribstrajor growth of stems and leaves has taken
place and the bulb just needs to replace the moisture it transpires.
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Fritillaria tendla

Fritillaria tendla is part of what | refer to as the montanum complex. | have many very similar fritillaries with an
assortment of namgall have brown flowers on tall stems and are difficult to tell apéainy are synonymous with
F. montanum.

Fritillaria reuteri

Fritillaria reuterishares a similar colour combination with F.michailovskyi but | think it is nicerlasitvider open
flowers- is not as common in the trade and not often offered as adouieed is the best way to get hold of this
species




Removing dead flowers

It is essential to keep a regular watch on your bulbs as the flowers areogeiragdto remove the dying petals so
that they do not attract botrytiwhich they will if the weather turns cold and damp. Here | am carefully removing
the petals from a superb large flowered form of F. sewerzowii | received from Janis Ruksans. A daily visit ens
that | catch them just at the stage when they are about totldegthen come away in my hand and leave the seet
pod undamaged to swgiroviding it has been fertilised. If | let them fall they get caught up in the broad leaves
this speciestheyare then much more difficult to colleanhdany| miss will getbotrytiswhich can then easily pass
from the dead petals to the living tissues of the leaves.
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Fritillaria olivieri and aurea

A few seed pots flowering for the first time incluBetillaria olivieri and aured&oth species | already have but |
always want to raise more new plants form seed. One thing/#ga learn asve grow bulbs is that we are never
infallible. Just when we think we have cracked the cultivation process and the bulbs ang geally well,they

bring you back down to earth with a crasha@etful of what appeared to be happy bulbs just disappear to nothin
in one season. | have changed nothimgy growing regimeso why they die is a mystersnaybe they just have a
finite life time. That is the reasohnalways like to have reserves coming along from seed to replace my failures.



Fritillaria kotschyana 'Craigton Max'

Another pleasure gained from raising bulbs from seed is when you see the variation within a specielyin
looks but in vigourFritillaria kotschyana 'Craigton Mais a form | selected out even before it had produced its
first flower as it was by far the most vigorous seedling bulb in theppaducing offsets freely. Now it is a huge

thrill to see so nay pots offritillaria 'Craigton Maxadorning the Show benches and giving pleasure to many a
grower and visitgrlast year it got an Award of Merit from the Joint Rock Committee.

Fritillaria pluriflora

Yet another plant | would never have had if | hatdnacsed it fom seed is the very beautififitillaria pluriflora.




Fritillaria pluriflora flower

It is when you look at this plant that yoan see just how close to ayLftits can become and how thin, grey and
shaky thdine that separates them out is!

Trillium seedlings

Still on the subjectf seedlingghis is a group of self sown seedlings at the edge of a gravel path sded
escaped before | could colléta few years ago. Notice how some of them are now starting tosiroe
patterningon ther leaves and also notice how the leaves with the pattern on do not stand out so obviously fro
background as the plain green ones do. Part of the reason for the pattern is surely to camouflage the leaves 1
grazing animals; it does not work with stutipat could bme in on seedlings blindfoldedfter a minute you will
probably have noticed the Erythronium americanum leak@snd the trillium seedlingss this if one of the
stoloniferous forms that form great mats of leaves all of which have asstrihtegy of camouflage.




Trillium chIoropetaI

The parent plant, a robust formTillium chloropetalumgrows partiallyhiddentucked unler somerhododendrons
which we need to part to view the plant properly. A well stocked densely planted gardereneaky everything
too easily; the viewer has to search out some of the treasures.

Trillium rivale

Growing under a dwarf rnododendrdhis time in our high rise and time share style of garsethe small but
perfectTrillium rivale. We are never safied with one plant in a spot when we can have several growing at
different levels as well as at different times of the year.



