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“In the morning—the sun
as it touches the tops
of the Mekong divide,
sends wide shafts of turquoise light
down the side gullies to the river
which seems to be transformed
to silver.”

From the address to the Royal Geographical
Society in 1908 by George Forrest
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Forrest's men were equipped for collecting in all its branches.
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GEOGRAPHICAL EXPLORATION WITH MR. LITTON.
(G. ForresT—1908.) * :

The death of Consul Mr. Litton before he could present an
account of the 1905 expedition to the Upper Salwin, to ‘the Royal
Geographical Society, of which he ‘was a Fellow, thrust upon Forrest
the ‘onus of presenting Litton’s paper to that Society. Forrest’s
words in1 go8, when doing this, indicate what manner of man he was.

“ The journey was distinctly made under the leadership of Mr.
Litton.” - ' B 4

“The paper is a joint composition of Mr. Litton and myself.
The paper as submitted is changed in some respects, necessarily,
owing to his death, but I'am especially anxious that my friend’s major
share should not be ignored.” :

“'The journey was 'made with two objects, the first to discover
whether the Salwin and Irawadi dividing range formed a distinct’
geographical and ethnographical boundary between north-west
Yunnan and south Upper Burma, the second to explore that portion
of the Salwin valley lying between 26° and 27° 30’ N. lat. :

They left Teng-Yueh on 11th October on their way to Pien-ma,
suffering delays of days at a time from deluges (one of sixty hours),
landslips, broken bridges and other results of the weather.

Pien-ma and Tsu-yu-ho are two villages nominally subject to
the Chinese headman of Teng-keng, on the Salwin, but situated to
the west of the divide, which is claimed as the British eastern frontier.

“ Having heard all about Pien-ma politics, we moved east over
the Irawadi-Salwin divide by the lonely but beautiful Pien-ma Pass,
where the swollen waters caused us much trouble. From the village
of Ku-tan we turned north, and on October 30 reached the village
of Lu-chang, the residence of a semi-Lissoo chief, where Mr. Litton
had camped in April. This we intended making our base for ex-
ploration further north.

“ From Lu-chang we sent back the baggage animals and pro-
ceeded on foot for three marches northwards—32 miles by the
track, but only about 14 as the crow flies. The path leads up and
down over a series of ridges descending from west to east down to
the Salwin from the N’Maikha divide. To negotiate these ridges

* Reproduced from the  Geographical Journal,” September, 1908, by the courteous
permission of The Royal Geographical Society.
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