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Edinburgh Botanic Garden is recognised as being one of the best public gardens in the
world. We in Scotland are lucky that entrance to this horticultural wonderland is free.
We might complain about parking restrictions and costs but at any time of the year and
on any day of the week the Botanic Gardens will inspire and delight you. Not only can
we visit the gardens but thanks to the Regius Keeper and in a much more hands on way
to John Mitchell and Elspeth Macintosh, the Gardens allow their plants to visit us at
SRGC shows. Their exhibits are always packed with interesting plants, some familiar and
many distinct with a wee, special history, of their own. This year in their display at Hex- |
. ham | noticed different

forms of Iris bucharica.
The well known, usual,
- form is bicolored yellow
' and white with dark lines
on the falls, as pictured above right. The ‘new’ forms varied in colour
from deep golden yellow [below right] to very pale yellow like those
on the right. Some had a greenish tint. The thing which piqued my
interest further was that there their markings varied in shade and in
number. It is marvellous to come across variations in a plant which
one has grown and known for years. These new collections certainly
add to the variety of this well loved species. | have no idea of just
— how many Gold
i 5 2 b Medals like today’s
=229 have ben awarded
&' to RBGE displays
B over the years. On
behalf of everyone
in the SRGC | want

support of our
shows.



Judges are vital and central to our all
shows but they often remain in the
background. Decisions are not made
lightly and as the picture here shows
they are only arrived at after much
deep thought and discussion. Their
hair colour is testament to their great
wisdom. As you can see in the pic-
tures below, at Edinburgh there were
so many excellent plants in many
classes that the judges had a very
difficult time when deciding which
would be first, second or third in the
class. When it came to deciding the
winner of the Forrest Medal and the
other trophies their task just became
harder.

Show Secretary, David Millward was

especially pleased with the large

number of entries in Section Il
[bottom] This bodes well for the fu-
ture of the Edinburgh shows.







mountains that are mmm those where the parent |

species usually grows. This subspecies is characteristically
very short, particularly as th&ﬂm flower opens, always has

§ crinkled petals, and many of them, and has very halry leaves.
This plant was grown from seed sown in January 2014, in @

compost containing grit, bark, perlite etc. open but
8 moisture-retaining.

Primula sherriffae shown by the
RBG Ed.

‘Primulaworld’ describes where and

when it was discovered. In 1934, Frank

Ludlow and George Sherriff discov-

ered Primula plants growing on a cliff

on the Diwangiri-Trashigong Road in

Bhutan. Collection #552 was named

Primula sherriffae in honour of ,
George Sherriff's mother. ‘ ’

‘Irls aucheri is a native _ . .
& to what Kurdish peo- hm ‘Y. 2 ,,z :‘ !
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» ple know as Kurdistan

b \ h N
but which we take 4&‘ -0 |

%, longer to describe as
| S.E Turkey, N. Iraq, W. - TR
Iran and N. Syria. This ‘ 2

= | nice dark flowered ol

Py 3 YR
A ¥  form was shown by ’ *\ PR
%  \ SRGC President Da- B N
3 i \ vid Rankin and his . AN

e ":'f,zc wife Stella. Luckily for
= its admirers this form
“ was for sale on Kev-
ock Plants stand.

. Sue Simpson won the
~ . |ris class with her won-
" derful potful of Iris

magnifica



http://data.nhm.ac.uk/specimen/244140d8-62c0-4ce1-886c-fe224b4d6c47
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Rhododendron ‘Lucy Lou’ from
Stan da Prato one of his winning
entries which helped him to take
home the Reid Rose Bowl for
Most Points in Section |




Dare you enter 6 of your best small plants in one class? Sue

Simpson, Cyril Lafong, Stan da Prato, Stella & David Rankin did

Well done to them! all these great plants in one class!

above— Sue Simpson’s winning six

Dionysia ‘Lycona’

Primula alloinii Cranbourne’
Androsace muscoidea ‘Schact’s form’
Primula allionii ‘Eureka’
Saxifraga ‘Mollie Broom’

Primula marginata ‘Casterino’
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A Best European [or American]
Primula was Stella & David
Rankin’s Primula allionii x
pubescens ‘Lilac Fairy’. You
can see it. It is that great big
one in three of the pictures!
The photos show the high
standard of cultivation and hence

competition in the Primula classes

as well as their wide range of
flower colours.
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Primula odontocalyx var. alba (P. ten wissima)
P 9
ar:yl:r:la od.onfo.mly? (family Primulaceae, Section Petiolares) is
At espread species centred in S Shaanxi. The llowcr\i. 1r;
(r:)h purpll'tl‘-pmk. Itis named for the toothing of the calyx I;)l;cs
aracteristics that distinguish this species are efarinose m;

i basal sc: :
JdIrs, Scales absent ; i
h : S t ar llnwermg, and a scape hlg’"’l than

P e 7 i

p, ‘l’:&m,'.ufma Is not a valid name, but refers to stoloniferous

sle;nd . (u.'n odontocalyx) from Hubei (south of Shaanxi) with a
erscape and usually bearing one pale purple-pink flower.

Pr,
tmula odontocalyx var. alba (F. tenuissima var. alba) was

(':'J;:):j(l::l;:j‘ Ibn’cult_ivmion' in 20!3. It grows in Wushan county

’lurﬁu\ m';] ¢ l.). Chongqing, China. In cultivation it requires a

= ? t.omposl that is never allowed to dry out
mpletely. A cool and shaded environment would suit it best.

Primula odontocalyx alba was recommended for a Certifi-
cate of Preliminary Commendation by the Joint Rock Gar-
den Plant Committee. This means they recognised its great
potential as a plant for exhibition. It was shown by Marga-
ret & Henry Taylor. The notes above are Cyril’ s which ac-
companied his plant at the Hexham show.

Tom Green’s Primula henricii was first in the Class.

Best Asiatic Primula was David Millward’s P. bracteata x

dubernardiana
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Two at the top from Mala
Janes, Pleione Vesuvius
‘Tawny Owl’ and Fritillaria
amana, which won the
Midlothian bowl for Best
Plant in Section II.

Tony Taziker won the two pans
from one Country with two ex-
cellent plants of Anemonella
thalictroides, the yellow flow-
ered ‘Betty Blake’ and the purple
flowered ‘Oscar Schoaf’



Christine Boulby
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Some entries
from Section Il
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was new to me. It was a
wonderful clean colour.
Also new to me was Jean
Wyllie’s Chinese Viola han-
cockii, grown from seed

* from Gothenburg Botanic
Garden.

, Margaret & Henry Taylor showed their

prowess by winning the 3 pan grown
from seed class with their own hybrid

= Narcissus ‘Ballet Girl’, Primula marginata

alba and Fritillaria moggridgei.
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Tell your friends about the wonderful plants at the SRGC shows!




