Sam’s beautiful plant of the pink form of Panunculus parnassifolius was a present from Margaret and Henry Taylor. The plant
is an ‘intra-specific hybrid’ being the result of crossing two pink
flowered plants of the species, one from Nuria and the other
from the Picos de Europa. These locations are at the eastern and
western ends of the Pyrenees and their continuation along
northern Spain, the Picos de Europa. The resulting magnificent
plant has over 25 flowers. Sam had already removed many
which were past. We hope he leaves the rest to set seed. Ranunculus parnassifolius is usually white flowered but pink flowered plants are sometimes found e.g. near Nuria in Catalonia in

northern Spain. Anyone who sees the plant is captivated
by its beauty and all owe a debt of gratitude to Margaret
& Henry for the opportunity.
In the high, cold, wild mountains the bowl
shaped flowers focus the sun’s rays into the
centre. This raises the temperature enough
to ripen the seed a bit earlier. The pink colour will also warm the flower and help to
ensure good seed set. The flowers are produced in succession over a few weeks. The
bottom picture shows the deep pink veining
on the reverse of the petals. That on the
inside is more difficult to see in the picture.
Even the ‘love heart’ dark green leaves have
attractive veining. This is a plant which
should be in any connoisseurs' top ten. The
same plant was awarded the Forrest medal
in Edinburgh in 2014 when it had only about a
dozen flowers. Well done Sam for growing
such a splendid pink mountain buttercup.

In the January 1982 edition of the Journal of the Scottish Rock Garden Club Margaret Taylor
wrote an excellent article on Europe’s Alpine Ranunculus which I have copied below

