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Notes from Fellows

Euphorbia niciciana
 LTHOUGH a considerable volume of new plants hag bey, -

A re-introduced into our gardens during the pagst decade ?P;"‘Wducedo, Z

larly fewlarger, herbaceous plants among them and eyen rcw'e Creary Singy.

are likely to become good garden plants, in the sense 1, i1 rof 'hcsc“’bici :

established and give of their best with a minimum of a[‘:}’ May becoms &

British climate. This is hardly surprising when one CO"Sidcnf'O" in oy

different climate of much of south-west Asia, where recent ac?“. the vasgy

collecting has been concentrated, My own journeys in search }my N plagy

been to the mountains of Morocco, the Balkans and [rap an‘cf a]m?nls ey

‘primarily productive of material suited to the alpine-h Ol;se Pine areg,

1.'&“1;9? than for t:ﬁ average British garden. § of enthusiagy

_ Yery oceasionally, however, a plant emerges from E

gezpegted ._q‘ua_hnes and adagtability in gom- gar;::2 dsr‘);c:;rc;s t?sbo}g‘ |

I PHQ’ taniciciana (Fig. 85), which was raised from seeds which - Drant is S
collected in 1964 (JCA 521). We did not come upon it i my wifeand.

‘nountain range but by the side of the main road in Gr:e?c gg?;un;m \

5 of Dy ir red-black
& of pale cunculus vulgaris. Two euphorbiss |
ot pale, dead colours with their grey leaves.

gy

ramiiar: the excellent . myrsinites. The conr
s and X collected seed with little thought that t

ldly interesting addition to our gardens, if -

5t A e obtained only one plant, which
, ftomth‘s clone that most of the p

ough several were raised no doubt by

Balkan collections. As we have beed

gone to gardeners in almo?mﬁ :
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NOTES FROM PELLOWS 233

" W‘eﬂ's that the coloured mylgt;lcuvcs. which surround the insig-
: Gowers, remain in good condu.lon for much longer than petals.
wa shows this quality to a quile extraordinary extent, It comes
Mm late May or early June and the raylet-leaves retain their colour
shout the whole summer and autunin, The general aspect and colour
jant in my own gafdcn has thmgcgl h’ltlc from June until it s frosted
vember. The consistently tidy habit is a great asser. It forms a Jow,
J-hugging mound, aboyl 3 feet across and 18.inches high, composed
to one hundred flowering-stems., Eaclt of these bears an umbel-like
ead with around twenty branching rays, which carry the hundreds
greenish gold raylet-leaves, The foliage, though largely concealed by
erous flower-heads, is attractive. Very narrow, almost linear,
jancous, grey-green leaves are patent or often deflexed on both the flower-
on-flowering stems. The rather harsh greenish yellow is possibly
ed with other attractive foliage but it complements strongly
yred flowers well, especially blue and violet shades. We have skirted
 with the wide-spreading, prostrate Geranium wallichianum ‘Buxton's
ue', which produces its soft mauve-blue flowers for almost
sriod as the euphorbia.
tion is trouble-free but obviously it will remain more compact
aracter if given a dry, well-drained situation in full sun, In fact,
-and drier and sunnier the site, the more it will enjoy it. It is very
Ppropagated from cuttings and it sets seed, a few self-sown seedlings
appeared beneath the plant in my own garden.
iciciana belongs to the Paralias Section of Euphorbia, few members
re cultivated. From this section we also grow E. nicaeensis,
E, pithyusa, E. portiandica and E. paralias but only the latter
th rare British sea-shore plants, are generally grown in gardens,
arium sheets of dried specimens we collected in the Balkans were
ied at the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, as E. seguierana
105p. miciciana (Borbas ex Novak) Rech, fil, There are two taxa
istinguishable within E. seguierana: E. s. subsp. seguierana
ot part of Central Europe and E. s. subsp. niciciana, the pre-
firace, E. 5. subsp. seguierana, partly distinguished by its
ger capsule and having fewer rays in the inflorescence, is
anic gardens and could be seen on the rock-garden at
the invalid synonym of E. gerardiana Jacq.—a poor,
t compared to the dome-shaped plant from Epirus. To
3l confusion between the two cultivated plants and to
gardeners with a name as formidable as E. sequierana
 distribute the plant as E, ni'cjiciaf'w,.-juaiﬁa&y, even
whethera plant is accorded specific or subspecific
ther than of correct nomenclatural procedure.
 considerable degree of intergradation between the
inical viewpoint, it may be difficult to
pecies of E. seguierana, far less as a species
M & gardener’s viewpoint, a separate name

as long a
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seems desirable and I hope that this exceptionally neat and colourfy] g,
will become much more widely grown under the name £ nicicigng m,.p-“'?z
at pr aliity

M AR CH
Sherborne, LD
Dorset.

We present this extract from the Journal of the RHS 1971 with the kind permission of the RHS and
the assistance of Brian Mathew.
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